
About ACEIR
The establishment of ACEIR directly addresses the 
analytical, empirical and data needs that are required 
for policy interventions and civil society action to turn 
the tide against inequality. ACEIR partner universities 
are located in western, eastern and southern Africa.

University of Cape Town
The Southern Africa Labour and Development Research Unit (SALDRU) anchors a number of 
strong research groups that undertake applied and policy-relevant empirical research and 
capacity building with an emphasis on poverty and inequality, labour markets, human 
capital and social policy. 

University of Ghana 
The Institute of Statistical, Social and Economic Research (ISSER) engages in a number of 
policy-relevant research programmes in the social sciences to generate solutions for 
national development.  

University of Nairobi 
The School of Economics aims to provide a quality university education and training through  
creation, preservation, integration, transmission and utilisation of knowledge in economics.

Rationale
Seven of the world’s 10 most unequal countries 
are located in Africa – this while the continent’s 
population is bound to take a rapidly rising share 
of the world’s population in the next 30 years. 
Understanding Africa’s inequality dynamics is a 
key component of the international inequality 
puzzle.

To launch our research programme, we are working 
to improve the quality and accessibility of relevant 
data on inequalities in Africa. Equally as important, 
the ownership of local knowledge production on 
national and continental inequalities will underline 
the voice and agency vested in African scholars 
and research institutions. 

ARUA CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE 
FOR INEQUALITY RESEARCH 
(ACEIR)

ACEIR approach
ACEIR’s goal is to contribute to deep, multidimensional 
and interdisciplinary understandings of inequality in 
each country context, and a continental and global 
understanding of how inequalities can be overcome. 

Our approach includes building capacity for frontier 
data scholarship and the interpretation of analyses for 
policy. Textured country-level analyses of inequality that 
are also anchored in historical legacies of the political 
economy of African development will be undertaken. 
ACEIR researchers will link processes related to inequality 
within each country to international measurements such 
as the Sustainable Development Goals.

The initial research programme will see researchers 
working with the national statistical offices to:

•	 Use census, survey and administrative data
to profile and map inequality and poverty.

•	 Understand the persistence of inequality by
describing and analysing multidimensional
inequalities and their interactions.

•	 Analyse the dynamics of poverty and
inequality by using panel data.

•	 Use the evidence generated as a platform for
dialogue on strategies to overcome poverty
and inequality.
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http://unequalscenes.com


EASTERN 
AFRICA NODE

University of Nairobi, Kenya
Convener: Prof. Germano Mwabu, 

School of Economics

SOUTHERN  
AFRICA 
NODE

University of Cape Town, South Africa 
Co-conveners: Prof. Murray Leibbrandt, 

Southern Africa Labour and 
Development Research Unit; 

Prof. Edgar Pieterse, 
African Centre for Cities

WESTERN 
AFRICA NODE

University of Ghana, Legon 
Convener: Prof Robert Osei, 
Institute of Statistical, Social  

and Economic Research

DATA CENTRE
DataFirst, 

University of Cape Town
Director: Prof. Martin Wittenberg

CENTRE HUB
University of Cape Town, 

South Africa
Convener: Prof. Murray Leibbrandt

Contact details
Prof. Vimal Ranchhod, Southern Africa Labour and Development Research Unit, School of Economics. 
Middle Campus, Stanley Road, University of Cape Town, Rondebosch, Cape Town, 7701
Tel: +27 (0)21 650 5696, Vimal.Ranchhod@uct.ac.za

ACEIR partners
The Centre partners are members of the African 
Research Universities Alliance (ARUA). ACEIR’s hub is at 
the University of Cape Town (UCT), which also hosts the 
southern Africa node. 

The western and eastern Africa nodes are hosted by 
the University of Ghana, Legon; and the University of 
Nairobi, respectively. 

The hub and each node are led by researchers of stature 
and who are well established in the contemporary  
African and broader international inequality 
communities. They will connect the Centre into 

these broad networks, including their own countries’ 
statistical agencies. 

DataFirst, based at UCT, will play a central role in 
the Centre’s data preparation, harmonisation and 
training activities across the three nodes.

The Centre’s establishment is supported by an 
initial start-up grant from the Agence Française de 
Développement (AFD) as part of the Research Facility 
on Inequality funded by the European Union; as well as 
by awards from ARUA and each partner university.
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